THE RAPTURE! Shining for All the World to See!
Sunday Teaching (outline) – 12-19-2021
Bishop Steven A. Norman, Pastor – Teacher
Matt. 5:13-16 You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is
then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. 14 "You are the light of the
world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket,
but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
We are in the series: The Rapture and Beyond.
This series is a part of our theme for the rest of 2021 and 2022 “Living with an Eternal Perspective”!
Focus Scripture: Matt. 6:33 - But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these
things shall be added to you.
This scripture should be the launching pad for the believer’s perspective. Right perspectives lead to the right
priorities. Right priorities will all ways lead to prosperity.
The need for us to seek the Kingdom of God is that it is the only way of living that is guaranteed to please God
to which He bestows favor and increases. … and all these things shall be added to you.
The title of today’s message is Shining for All the World to See!
We have been looking at the parable of the Ten Virgins. This parable talks about 5 wise and 5 foolish virgins.
Jesus is coming back for wise people. “single-minded” people these believers are full of light and are
illuminated.
The word “wise” is from the root word phren, which means “to rein in or curb the emotions.”
This Parable also talks about foolish Virgins. The Greek word for foolish (Strong’s # 3474, moros) means
“double-minded” where we get the word moron from.
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They are doubled-minded, having some knowledge of the truth but choosing to go the way of ignorance, for
self-pleasure, self-preservation, and/or self-contentment.
Matt. 25:5 - But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept. While waiting for the
bridegroom, all ten virgins slept because it was night.
John 9:4 - I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one
can work. The night could represent a time when the opportunity to do the work of God is greatly hindered or
not offered.
Jesus took advantage of the opportunities He was exposed to, to do the work of God,
Matt. 25:3 - Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took oil in
their vessels with their lamps. 5 But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept. 6
"And at midnight a cry was heard: 'Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!' 7 Then all
those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps.
6 "And

at midnight a cry was heard: 'Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!' But at
midnight or darkness, which can also mean a time of ignorance, absent of the truth.
They all went out to meet Him because they were all glad and expecting to Go with Him.
Notice the cry was that the bridegroom is coming, not that He is here.
Matt. 25:3-4 - Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took oil
in their vessels with their lamps.
Matt. 25:7 - Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. In getting ready for Jesus to come the
foolish found out they weren’t ready for His arrival.
The foolish virgins were almost out of oil, meaning there was little to no illumination around them. They
weren’t ready for Jesus to come.
They needed light to inspect themselves, to see where they were, and to see where they were going.
The wise virgins had enough faith to keep their lamps shining so they could be ready.
The oil I believe is a combination of the Word of God and the Holy Spirit working in the life of a believer.
Ps. 119:105 - Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. The oil (the Anointed Living Word of
God, powered by the Holy Spirit) will show you your condition, keep you from stumbling and guide you in the
way to Go.
Ps. 18:28 - For You will light my lamp; The Lord my God will enlighten my darkness. It takes the Spirit of
God to illuminate the Word of God in the life of the believer.
God is light. 1 John 1:5 - This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God
is light and in Him is no darkness at all.
Light always brings life. John 1:4-5 - In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.
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There is a false light that is full of darkness. 2 Cor. 11:14 - And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms
himself into an angel of light.
This is how Jesus illustrates the light in the life of a believer. Matt. 5: 14 - "You are the light of the world.
The Bible calls us light.
The born-again believer is light because our Heavenly Father is the Father of Lights. James 1:17-18 - Every
good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, (The born-again
believer) with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning. 18 Of His own will He brought us forth by
the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.
Because we are light, it is our responsibility to illuminate everything around us and dispel darkness.
Matt. 5:14-15 - …like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. 15 No one lights a lamp and then puts it
under a basket.
Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, where it gives light to everyone in the house.
Notice it says “gives light to everyone” there are people who are waiting for you to shine.
Some people are not going to see the truth of the Gospel until we are lit up.
John 8:12 - Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall
not walk in darkness, but have the light of life." It is the Light of Jesus in you that gives us abundant, eternal
life!
Since Jesus is the light of the Word, the world needs to see Jesus shining through you by the power of the Holy
Spirit.
Following Jesus is the only way to keep our lights shining.
To follow means accompanying or cleaving to and/or being instructed by.
As I walk with him and stay connected to him my light continues to shine because he is my illumination.
16 In

the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see,… As I speak and work I’m doing it from my
connection with Him the Living Word.
…so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father. They need to see God’s goodness in your talk, your
walk, and your results from following the Living Word.
Matt. 25:8 - And the foolish said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' In
order for their lamps to be going out, they had to be lit at one time.
This is one reason I say not all believers are going in the rapture. Some believers have let their lights go out.
9

But the wise answered, saying, 'No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to
those who sell, and buy for yourselves.'
If the oil represents the Living Word and the Holy Spirit. The oil the foolish came back with had to have been
counterfeit. Because neither the Rhema Word nor the Holy Spirit should be brought or sold.
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When our lights are shinning, we get God’s attention!!! Matt. 25:10 - And while they went to buy, the
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut.
Jesus took only the ones who were ready!!!
It was the Holy Spirit using the Word of God that got them ready. Prov. 6:20-23 (NLT) - My son, obey your
father's commands, and don't neglect your mother's instruction. 21 Keep their words always in your
heart. Tie them around your neck. 22 When you walk, their counsel will lead you. When you sleep, they
will protect you. When you wake up, they will advise you. 23 For their command is a lamp and their
instruction a light; their corrective discipline is the way to life.
John 14:26 - But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you
all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you (The Living Word of God).
Matt. 25:11-12 - "Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, 'Lord, Lord, open to us!' 12 But he
answered and said, 'Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.' Know-NT:1492 eídœ. To see. This verb is
obsolete in the pressent act. I do not know you now!
In Greek, this statement is written in the present state. He didn’t know them intimately at that time. Not He
never knew them.
13

"Watch (and be ready) therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is
coming.
Matt. 25:13 (Amplified Bible) - Watch therefore [give strict attention and be cautious and active], for you
know neither the day nor the hour when the Son of Man will come.
For the sake of this season, I want to talk about another light that pointed to the light.
The Need for Light
1. They need light to see their condition, 1 John 3:2-3 - Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has
not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him,
for we shall see Him as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is
pure.
2 Cor. 7:1 - Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of
the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
2. To make themselves fit for the Bridegroom, Eph. 5:27 - that He might present her to Himself a glorious
church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without
blemish.
3. To see where they were going, Luke 1:79 - To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow
of death, To guide our feet into the way of peace."
4. To be illuminated so the Bridegroom could see them. Isa. 60:1 - Arise, shine; For your light has come!
And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you.
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5. Dan. 12:3 - Those who are wise shall shine Like the brightness of the firmament, And those who turn
many to righteousness Like the stars forever and ever. Notice the illumination of the wise is the witness
of the Gospel of the Kingdom.
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