
 

 

 

Christ's statement in Matthew 24:12 is "…lawlessness will abound…." The Greek word 

translated as "lawlessness" or "iniquity“ means "lawlessness - without law." The Merriam-

Webster Online Dictionary defines lawless as "not regulated by or based on law; not restrained 

or controlled by law." So, in the last days we should expect to see increasing acts of 

lawlessness. 

 

Major crimes in New York City are up 38% for 2022 tracked by the NYPD. 

Outside of murder, all other crimes are up sharply in NYC. 

• Rape, up 27% 

• Robbery, up 33% 

• Felony assault, up about 12% 

• Burglary, up 6% 

• Grand larceny, up 57% 

• Grand larceny auto, up about 93% 

• Across all categories, shooting incidents are up 32% and hate crimes are up 79%, the 

department noted. 

 

Roanoke City Crime 

With a crime rate of 43 per one thousand residents, Roanoke has one of the highest crime 

rates in America compared to all communities of all sizes - from the smallest towns to the very 

largest cities. One's chance of becoming a victim of either violent or property crime here is one 

in 23.  

According to Neigbhorhoodscout.com 

• Crime Break down in 2020 

 

As Believers, We have  

Divine Protection Promised by God 

Psalm 91 

Read It, Quote It, Confess It and Believe It. 
 

  



 

Three Challenges in Life We Must All Overcome!  
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Revelation 21:7 

  

He who OVERCOMES shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son (mature one).  

Jesus inherited all things, and He made that inheritance available to us as God’s children.  Romans 8:17 and if 

children, then heirs — heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we 

may also be glorified together.  

 

We need to understand that when the Bible talks about glorifying us it includes wealth and peace. Haggai 2:8-9 

Abundance inside and out. 

Because Jesus inherited all things by His victory on the cross. He made the inheritance given to Him by the 

Father available to us.  

 

Romans 8:16-17 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if 

children, then heirs — heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we 

may also be glorified together.  

 

The key to this abundance is suffering with Him.  

 

Philippians 1:29 For you have been given not only the privilege of trusting in Christ but also the privilege 

of suffering for him.  

 

Suffering for Christ is overcoming the fear and temptations of the world, satan, and human nature.  

Jesus says in Mark 10:29-30 that everyone who has suffered through losing material wealth and relationships 

for the sake of doing what is right will receive a hundredfold now in this time and… eternal life.   

 

There are three opponents in this life we must overcome, the world, satan, and our human nature. 

 

What is an overcomer? 

 

An overcomer is a believer who is progressively overcoming the pressure and effects of the world’s system, 

satan, demons and other evil entities, and human nature/the flesh. 

 

How to overcome the world. 

 

We overcome the world by exercising faith in the Kingdom of God, his way of living and doing things.  

 

1 John 5:4 For whatever is born of God (Born-Again) overcomes the world. And this is the victory that 

has overcome the world — our faith. 

This World System is controlled by satan. Ephesians 2:2 in which you once walked according to the course 

of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of 

disobedience. 



 

This verse says that we all walked at one time in rhythm with the satan system. 

 

Thank God for Jesus sacrificing his life so that we now have the option not to walk according to satan’s system. 

Satan will use people, the news media, the entertainment industry, to feed you fears, lust, and greed.  

 

Satan will use all of these things to try to keep you in doubt that God’s way is the best for you. 

 

To stay out of satan’s system, we must walk by faith in God’s system, which is written clearly in God’s Word 

the Bible.  

 God has given the born-again believer the faith or the opportunity to develop the faith, to overcome all the evil 

and the deceitfulness of this world, and to live in His righteousness. 

 

The good thing about Faith is that it only costs you time and effort.  

 

Romans 10:17 So then faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God.  

We defeat this world system by exercising our faith in the kingdom of God.  

 

1 Timothy 6:11-13 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and 

have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.  

 

Fighting the good fight of faith involves speaking and adhering to the Word of God as our minds are renewed.  

 

How to overcome satan, evil and demonic forces. 

 

Not only do we have to overcome this worldly system and the governments of this world which for the most 

part, are opposed to the ways of God.  

 

But we also have unseen enemies that are attacking us every day trying to destroy our lives as well. 

One thing you learn in the military or in any battle or place of competition is, that the better you know your 

enemy the better your chances of winning.  

 

Joshua sent spies to scout out the environment and enemy forces before they cross the Jordan River to take the 

land.   

 

Jesus won the war, but He still allows the enemy and the fallen environmental forces to oppose us.    

There are forces outside of what our senses can pick up that are against us every day, and in just about every 

way. 

 

Paul gives us a scouting report of what we are up against.  

 

Ephesians 6:12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 

against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.   

Satan can only rule from the position of a Prince, that's why the Bible calls him the prince of the power of the 

air. 

 

Satan got his position from Adam and because Adam never ate of the tree of life, he never stepped into his 

kingship; therefore, the position that satan obtained was only that of a Prince. 

 

Jesus won the right to be king because he finished the work that he was born to do. 


