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The pride of life is the desire in every human being to be his or her own god. Arrogance, self-promotion,  

and greed all stem from the pride of life. The pride of life starts with who you allow to be the center of your life.  

It’s either Jesus Christ whom you can’t control, or it’s you, someone else, or something else whom you have 

control over.  

 

Proverbs 16:18 (NIV), “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall” 

 

Pride caused the downfall of King Uzziah (2 Chronicles 26:16) 

Hezekiah became proud of heart after the Lord healed him. (2 Chronicles 32:25-26) 

King Herod’s pride in accepting the people’s worship and refusing to give God the glory for his greatness 

brought judgment. (Acts 12:21–23) 

 

In the Bible, pride not only caused the ruin of individuals but also of nations. Israel became proud and forgot 

God and was cut off from the Promised Land (Isaiah 3:16; Ezekiel 16:50; Hosea 13:6; Zephaniah 3:11) 

 

Of the Prince of Tyre, (satan) the Lord said, (Ezekiel 28:2, NLT). “In your great pride you claim, ‘I am a 

god! I sit on a divine throne in the heart of the sea.’ But you are only a man and not a god, though you 

boast that you are a god”  

 

Pride is one of the sins that will be widespread among people in the last days: 

 

Timothy 3:2–4, (NLT) “For people will love only themselves and their money. They will be boastful and 

proud, scoffing at God, (especially Jesus Christ) disobedient to their parents, and ungrateful. They will 

consider nothing sacred. They will be unloving and unforgiving; they will slander others and have no self-

control. They will be cruel and hate what is good. They will betray their friends, be reckless, be puffed up 

with pride, and love pleasure rather than God”. 

 

James 4:6 tells us that God opposes the proud but shows grace to the humble. 

 

If you want grace and favor to saturate your life, stay humble. 

 

 

A Christ-centered life 

 

The pride of life will always be present in the person who does not live a Christ-centric life. A Christ-centered 

life is a life lived with the desire to stay in harmony with Jesus Christ.  

 

A Christ-centered (or Christ-centric) life is one that is focused upon a commitment to Jesus Christ as Lord.  
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At the core of every human decision is motivation. Some people are motivated by the quest for pleasure or 

money. Some center their entire lives on a goal, a job, or even their families. These things are not wrong in 

themselves; however, when we center our lives around these things, they become our god. 

 

A Christ centered life is a life led by Christ, on the Holy Spirit. If we are not Christ-centered, we will be me-

centered.  

 
 

The human heart was designed for worship, and if it does not worship God, it will worship something else.  

 

A Christ-Centered life is a life that is totally dependent upon the Holy Spirit.  

 

Time, resources/money, emotional and physical energy all show our level of commitment.  The one we showed 

the greatest commitment to is the one we are centered around and ultimately that's the one that is our god. 
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Exodus 20:2-3 "I am the Lord your God, who rescued you from the land of Egypt, the place of your 

slavery. 3 You must not have any other god but me. 

 

Luke 4:8 Jesus replied, "The Scriptures say, 'You must worship the LORD your God and serve only 

him.'" 

 

Your passionate commitment shows your level of love. Our gods can be identified by the level of passionate 

commitment they arouse in us. Your passionate commitment shows your level of love. Our gods can be 

identified by the level of passionate commitment they arouse in us.   

 

The fruit of passionate commitment is that you will start to talk about them, think about them, plan to spend 

more time with them and what they think about your behavior really matters to you. Followers of Christ who 

center their lives on Him start to become more like Him. They talk about Him, think about Him, dream about 

Him, and plan to spend more time with Him and what they think about their behavior really matters.   

 

We choose to find ways to please Him out of love and honor for Him, not from fear of being caught in sin. The 

greatest desire of Christ-centered believers is to please Him and grow to be more like Him. Their lives echo 

Paul’s words in  

 

Philippians 3:10: “I want to know Christ - yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in 

his sufferings, becoming like him in his death.”  

 

The major goal of a Christ-centered life is to glorify God. A self-centered person will give up on trusting God 

when things don’t go their way. But a Christ-centered person knows they have nowhere to go! 

 

The secret to living a Christ-centered life is understanding the “fear of the Lord”. 

 

Psalms 19:9-10 (NLT) Reverence for the Lord is pure, lasting forever. The laws of the Lord are true; each 

one is fair. 10 They are more desirable than gold, even the finest gold. They are sweeter than honey, even 

honey dripping from the comb.  

 

The fear of the Lord is an Awe and a reverence for who God is, and the Word He has spoken. 

 

Proverbs 16:6-7 6 Unfailing love and faithfulness make atonement for sin. By fearing the Lord, people 

avoid evil. 7 When people's lives please the Lord, even their enemies are at peace with them. 

 

The fear of the Lord is the continual awareness that our loving heavenly Father is watching and evaluating 

everything we think, say, or do.  

 

However, living with the fear of the Lord requires a conscious, ongoing commitment to it, and even the most 

devoted will fail at times.  

 

But a Christ-centered person cannot endure living in disharmony with God and will quickly confess sin and be 

restored to fellowship with Him.  

 

The Bible says that pride is one of seven things that God hates: 
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Proverbs 6:16–19, (NIV) “There are six things the LORD hates, seven that are detestable to him: haughty 

eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are 

quick to rush into evil, a false witness who pours out lies and a person who stirs up conflict in the 

community”. 

 

People who love God and godliness reject pride: Not only should we have the fear of the Lord, but we must put 

on humility to defeat pride. 

 

Proverbs 11:2 When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the humble is wisdom. 

 

Colossians 3:12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience, 

 

Ephesians 4:2 With all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 

 

1 Peter 5:5 Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with 

humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 

 

James 4:10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 

 

James 4:6 But he gives more grace. Therefore, it says, “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the 

humble.” 

 

Proverbs 22:4 The reward for humility and fear of the Lord is riches and honor and life. 

 

 


