
 
 

 
 

The Day of Atonement 

Being Totally Reconciled Back To God! 

 
Sunday Sermon – October 2, 2022 

 

Bishop Steven  A. Norman, Pastor 
 

Leviticus 23:26-32And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 27 "Also the tenth day of this seventh month 

shall be the Day of Atonement. It shall be a holy convocation for you; you shall afflict your souls, and 

offer an offering made by fire to the Lord. 28 And you shall do no work on that same day, for it is the Day 

of Atonement, to make atonement for you before the Lord your God. …32 It shall be to you a sabbath of 

solemn rest, and you shall afflict your souls; on the ninth day of the month at evening, from evening to 

evening, you shall celebrate your sabbath."  
 

God’s total plan for mankind of redemption is found in The Feast Days mentioned in the Bible in Leviticus the 

23rd Chapter.   

 

There are seven Feast Days that God told the Israelites to observe.  These Feasts all have prophetic implications 

for all of God’s people, including the church.  

 

From the first Feast Passover to the last feast, The Feast of Tabernacles, God reveals His wonderful plan for 

mankind to be restored and to rule and reign with Him. Today, we want to look at The Day of Atonement (Yom 

Kippur). It starts on the tenth day of the seventh month (Tishrei) on the Jewish calendar. On the western 

calendar, it will occur this year from sunset October 4th to sunset on October 5th.  
 

The simple meaning of the Hebrew word for Atonement is “kippuriym” meaning the act of reconciliation, the 

Day of Atonement. It is used five times to indicate the act or process of reconciliation:  

 

Romans 3:22-25 (NIV) This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 

believe. There is no difference, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are 

justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented him as 

a sacrifice of atonement, (reconciliation) through faith in his blood.  

 
Atonement can also point to the act or process that allows us to be at-one-with God. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:18 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and 

has given us the ministry of reconciliation,  

 

This Day is regarded as the holiest day of the year for the Jews. On this feast day God set up a practice that 

would atone or reconcile the Israelites back to Him. By Sacrificing animals and using their blood, the High 

Priest covered the sins and cleansed the people so that humanity would be able to stand before our Holy God. 
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Leviticus 16:30 For on that day the priest shall make atonement for you, to cleanse you, that you may be 

clean from all your sins before the Lord. 

 

On the Day of Atonement, the high priest first washed his whole body and put on a simple white linen garment. 

All the fate of Israel rested on his shoulders, on whether he would follow the procedures exactly as God had 

instructed and their sins would be done away with.  

 

When the High Priest would go into the holy of holies full dressed in his priestly attire. On  his robes would 

have bells and pomegranates attached to the helm. Bells is a New Testament type of testimony and praise.  

 

Hebrews 13:15 Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of 

our lips, giving thanks to His name.  

 

Pomegranates is a New Testament type of Godly character, the fruit of the spirit that is to be put on display in 

the life of a believer through their words and actions.  
 

Galatians 5:22-26 (NLT) But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these 

things! 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of their sinful nature to 

his cross and crucified them there. 25 Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit's leading in 

every part of our lives. 

 

Every believer should have sound and fruit. 

 

The sound the bells made was not because they were beating up against other bells, but it was because they 

were hitting the fruit that was on either side of the bells.  

 

Thanksgiving and praise should surround everything we do and say. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 Rejoice always, 

17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

 

The work of the high priest on The Day of Atonement 

 

Leviticus 16:6-10 "Aaron shall offer the bull as a sin offering, which is for himself, and make atonement 

for himself and for his house. 

 

The High Priest sacrificed a bull and carried the bull's blood into the Holy of Holies, where he poured it over 

the Ark of the Covenant for his own sins.  

 

Two goats were also used for sacrifice on this day. 

 

Lev 16:7-10 He shall take the two goats and present them before the Lord at the door of the tabernacle of 

meeting. 8 Then Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats: one lot for the Lord and the other lot for the 

scapegoat. 9 And Aaron shall bring the goat on which the Lord's lot fell, and offer it as a sin offering. 10 

But the goat on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat shall be presented alive before the Lord, to make 

atonement upon it, and to let it go as the scapegoat into the wilderness.  
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The high priest cast lots over two other Goats,  

 

There is no biblical instructions how casting lots were done. The only thing we know is that through the casting 

of lots God determined the outcome. 

 

One to be slain and he would lay his hands on the other goat and confess the sins of Israel, and that goat was 

taken away.  

Jesus our sacrificial Lamb and scapegoat. 

 

Scapegoat - John the Baptist gave us revelation of who the scapegoat in Leviticus chapter 23 represented. John 

1:29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world!" 

 

After the sins were laid on the scapegoat, it was considered unclean and driven into the wilderness. In essence, 

the goat was cast-out.  

 

Isaiah 53:3 “He was despised and rejected by men … 12 He poured out His life unto death, and was 

numbered with the transgressors. For He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the 

transgressors).  

 

Jesus embodied what the scapegoat represented, the removal of sins from the sinners’ presents.   

 

Being “numbered with the transgressors”, was a prophetic word by Isaiah the prophet of how Jesus was to be 

crucified on the cross, being put between two sinners who was being crucified for their transgressions. 

 

The Hebrew name for this goat is Azazel, the scapegoat, or the goat of removal.  

 

Another name for Azazel is the desert demon.  

 

Jesus had to become a type of the desert demon in order to carry our sins out into the spiritual wilderness of this 

world, “hell”. 

 

 2 Corinthians 5:21 “God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us so that in Him we might become the 

righteousness of God.” 
 

When the scapegoat was taken/driven into the wilderness, it was symbolic of all the sin being placed on Jesus; 

then He descending to hell and taking all of our sins with Him where they belong.  

 

Psalms 103:11-12 For his unfailing love toward those who fear him is as great as the height of the heavens 

above the earth. 12 He has removed our sins as far from us as the east is from the west.  

 

Not only did Jesus carry our sins away when He descended to hell, but Jesus became a sinner for us. He 

gave up His state of righteousness so we could become righteous and took our place as a sinner.  

 

Our sins were laid on Christ, He bore our sins just as the scapegoat bore the sins of the Israelites. Isaiah 

53:6 prophesies Christ’s acceptance of the sin burden: “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us 

has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” 
 


