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The Year of Retribution, Recompense and Payback! 

 Receiving Our Camel’s Load (2 Kings 8:7-9) 
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2 Kings 8:7-10 Then Elisha went to Damascus, and Ben-Hadad king of Syria was sick; and it was told 

him, saying, "The man of God has come here." 8 And the king said to Hazael, "Take a present in your 

hand, and go to meet the man of God, and inquire of the Lord by him, saying, 'Shall I recover from this 

disease?'" 9 So Hazael went to meet him and took a present with him, of every good thing of Damascus, 

forty camel-loads; and he came and stood before him, and said, "Your son Ben-Hadad king of Syria has 

sent me to you, saying, 'Shall I recover from this disease?'" 10 And Elisha said to him, "Go, say to him, 

'You shall certainly recover.' However, the Lord has shown me that he will really die."  

  

The whole embodiment of the mission of Jesus Christ is wrapped-up in the feast. From the Feast of Passover 

representing Jesus as the Lamb of God who took away the sins of the world and offering all humankind a chance 

to receive eternal, Abundant life, to the Feast of Tabernacles honoring Him as the coming King and setting up 

God’s literal kingdom, God’s government here on the earth.  

Not only should we have knowledge of the feast days, but we need to understand other seasonal times that God 

speaks of in His Word as well.  

Look at these scriptures: 

Genesis 1:14 Then God said, "Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to divide the day from 

the night; and let them be for signs and seasons, and for days and years; 

Psalms 104:19 He appointed the moon for seasons; The sun knows it's going down. 

 Ecclesiastes 3:1 To everything there is a season, A time for every purpose under heaven:  

Acts 1:7 And He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His 

own authority. 

 Daniel 2:21 And He changes the times and the seasons; He removes kings and raises up kings.  
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Knowing and understanding that God is a God of typology, numerology, appointed times and seasons will allow 

us to better understand the great plan that God has for humankind. 

On the 25th of September “Rosh-Hashanah” was the beginning of the new year according to God’s Calendar.  

This year is the year 5783 on the Hebrew calendar. 5782 was a Shemitah Year.  

The last year of God’s seven-year agricultural cycle.  

This is the first year after the Shemitah year, the start of a new seven-year cycle.  

It’s a time to reset, a fresh start. It’s the season of new beginnings. 

In Hebrew, each number has a symbol and/or word picture that carries its meaning.  

5783 is the number of this Hebrew year.  

5700 carries the meaning - “may it be the year of”. 

80 – which is Pey in Hebrew - which means it is the decade of the voice, words, decrees, mouth. 

The word for the number 3 in Hebrew is - Gimel which means retribution, recompense and payback.  

The word-picture for Gimel is a camel, bring an Abundance of Retribution.  

 Retribution means "to recompense, to payback/reward, the dispensing or receiving of a reward or punishment."  

For those who have been earnestly attempting to walk in the will of God, Retribution, recompense, and payback 

will come in abundance from our supply in heaven to benefit all who believe.  

Ephesians 1:3-4 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ. 

2 Kings 8:7-10 Then Elisha went to Damascus, and Ben-Hadad king of Syria was sick; and it was told 

him, saying, "The man of God has come here." 

Going to Damascus was a part of Elisha’s spiritual journey.  

The word got out to the king that the anointed man gifted man of God was in the town, and his gift from God 

could possibly aid in the king’s recovery. 

2 Kings 8:8 And the king said to Hazael, "Take a present in your hand, and go to meet the man of God, 

and inquire of the Lord by him, saying, 'Shall I recover from this disease?'" 9 So Hazael went to meet 

him and took a present with him, of every good thing of Damascus, forty camel-loads; and he came and 

stood before him, and said, "Your son Ben-Hadad king of Syria has sent me to you, saying, 'Shall I 

recover from this disease?'" 10 And Elisha said to him, "Go, say to him, 'You shall certainly recover.' 

However, the Lord has shown me that he will really die."  

Elisha was a great prophet of God and he walked diligently in his assignment and was pleasing unto the Lord. 
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Elisha did many great things for God because of His calling. He knew that God would take care of him if he 

remained faithful and obedient. God will always take care of His faithful and obedient people and bless them 

with abundance in due season. Because of Elisha’s faithfulness and obedience God blessed him in an 

uncommon way. Forty Camel loads of blessings. Remember what the king told Hazael and look at what Hazael 

actually did.  

2 Kings 8:8 And the king said to Hazael, "Take a present in your hand, and go to meet the man of 

God…9 So Hazael went to meet him and took a present with him, of every good thing of Damascus, forty 

camel-loads;   

King Ben-Hadad is a pagan king. So, he wanted an answer, but he was just going to give a customary gift as a 

gesture of kindness and appreciation. But God wanted Elisha blessed for his faithful service unto Him 

throughout the years. So, God changed things up. 

Proverbs 13:22 A good man leaves an inheritance for his children's children, but a sinner's wealth is 

stored up for the righteous.  

Ecclesiastes 2:26 26 For God gives wisdom and knowledge and joy to a man who is good in His sight; but 

to the sinner He gives the work of gathering and collecting, that he may give to him who is good before 

God.  

Notice Elisha did not receive Forty Camel loads of common things, but he received the best.  

“So Hazael went to meet him and took a present with him, of every good thing of Damascus, forty camel-

loads.” 

40 camel loads of what this Pagan nation had gathered and worked for; God turned it over to Elisha in one 

instance. Not only should we have the fear of the Lord, but we must put on humility to defeat pride. 

Proverbs 11:2 When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the humble is wisdom. 

Colossians 3:12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience, 

Ephesians 4:2 With all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 

1 Peter 5:5 Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with 

humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 

James 4:10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 

James 4:6 But he gives more grace. Therefore, it says, “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the 

humble.” 

Proverbs 22:4  The reward for humility and fear of the Lord is riches and honor and life. 
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A camel is able to carry up to between 900 and 1000 lbs. It’s possible that Elisha received around 40 thousand 

lbs. of the best Damascus had to offer.  

I believe in this upcoming year, God has things that the unjust obtained its going to be turned over to the those 

who are pleasing God, who are walking up-right before Him. 

1 Corinthians 15:57-58 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 

knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.  

For those who have been faithful and obedient, I’m here to tell you today your labor has not been in vain and 

has not gone unnoticed by God. 

I believe this is our year. Get ready to receive your Camel’s load of blessings from the Lord.  

Galatians 6:9-10 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not 

lose heart. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the 

household of faith. 

  

 

 


