
   
 

   
 

 

The Feast of Tabernacles:  

A Season of Rest, Refreshing and Restoration.   

 Sunday Sermon – October 9, 2022  

Bishop Steven A. Norman, Pastor 

 

Leviticus 23:34-35 "Speak to the children of Israel, saying: 'The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall 

be the Feast of Tabernacles for seven days to the Lord. 35 On the first day there shall be a holy 

convocation. You shall do no customary work on it.  

The significance of tabernacles - Also called Sukkot.  

 

The Feast of Tabernacles is a fall festival that God commanded the Israelites to observe. 

This year, this feast starts today, Sunday October 9 and ends next Sunday October 16. Unlike the Day of 

Atonement, being a solemn feast, where it’s observed by humbling oneself through fasting and prayer. This is 

what we would call today, a party feast. A time of rejoicing, celebration, thanksgiving and praise. 

This feast commanded to be kept after the second coming of Jesus Christ in the His 1000-year reign.  

  

Zechariah 14:16-19 And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the nations which came 

against Jerusalem shall go up from year to year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the 

Feast of Tabernacles. 17 And it shall be that whichever of the families of the earth do not come up to 

Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, on them there will be no rain. 18 If the family of Egypt 

will not come up and enter in, they shall have no rain; they shall receive the plague with which the Lord 

strikes the nations who do not come up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. 19 This shall be the punishment 

of Egypt and the punishment of all the nations that do not come up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles.  

  

So, we can conclude, that God is serious about this Feast being observed!!! 

The name of the Feast of Tabernacles derives from God's command to ancient Israel to build temporary 

"tabernacles," sometimes called "booths," to live in during the festival. The Israelites left their houses and built 

temporary dwelling places to live in while rejoicing before God. 

Many interesting customs are associated with the celebration of this feast. The booth of Sukkot is called a 

sukkah. The shelter consists of at least three walls that are framed with wood and canvas.  
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The roof or covering is made from cut branches and leaves, placed loosely on top, leaving open space for the 

stars to be viewed and rain to enter. It is common to decorate the sukkah with flowers, leaves, and fruits. 

The hole in the top was so that they could look up into the heavens and allow the blessings of the Lord to flow 

down upon their dwelling place like rain. 

There are many layers to the Feast of Tabernacles.  

 

As this feast is observed, God means to Communicate through typology to His people as a reminder about many 

different things.  

Before the coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, it meant one thing to the Israelites, But after the coming 

of our Savior, it's a reminder of something far greater for the church today. Let’s compare! 
  

1. It’s a historical feast, its main characteristic is the requirement of Israel's people to leave their homes and to 

dwell in temporary shelters or booths. The Israelites built these booths (temporary shelters) to commemorate 

their deliverance from Egypt and their protection, provision, and care by the hand of God during their 40 years 

in the wilderness. 

 

God led them out of slavery and took them into the wilderness, a place where they had to totally rely on Him 

before they entered the promised land.  

The typology of this for the church is that we still must live in temporary shelters, these earthen vessels called 

bodies, even though we have been delivered from the captivity of satan, and being a slave to sin.  

We will remain in the temporary shelters until the day our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will come back for us in 

the rapture.  

The apostle Paul's writings reflect this theme:  

  

2 Corinthians:5:1-2"For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a 

building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly 

desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven."  

  

1 Corinthians 15:51-55 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed —  

52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead 

will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, 

and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this 

mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is 

swallowed up in victory."  

  



Jesus is Lord ~ Assembly of Love  
The Feast of Tabernacles   
Bishop Steven A. Norman, Pastor 
Sunday Teaching – 10/9/2022 

 

 

 

   
 

God's total plan for mankind involves “times of Refreshing" Rest and "times of Restoration" as well as 

redemption. Just as Passover reminds us of the redemption process, The Feast of Tabernacles symbolizes the 

Rest, Refreshing and Restoration God promised.  

 The apostle Peter summed up God's instruction for mankind. 

  

Acts 3:19-22 Now repent of your sins and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped away. 20 Then 

times of refreshment will come from the presence of the Lord… 

…and he will again send you Jesus, your appointed Messiah (in the Rapture). 21 For he must remain in 

heaven until the time for the final restoration of all things, as God promised long ago through his holy 

prophets.  

  

These "times of refreshing" and "times of restoration" of which Peter spoke start at the very time of salvation 

and continues through the life of the believer.  

This feast also reflects the "rest" symbolized by the Sabbath. 

  

Hebrews 4:1-3 Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear lest any of you seem to 

have come short of it. 2 For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to them; but the word which 

they heard did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in those who heard it.  3 For we who have 

believed do enter that rest, … 

  

Rest, Refreshing and restoration awaits all believers, but it must be received by FAITH!!!  
  

Matthew 11:28-30 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  29 Take 

My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls.  30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light."  

2.  This feast also has prophetic implications. 

 The Thousand Year reign: 

  

This Feast is a time of celebration for seven days, depicting the seven-thousand-year period God gives 

humankind to accept Him. 

During this 1000-year span, the Spirit of God will influence people to willingly and enthusiastically obey God 

from their hearts. People will begin to place the interests of others before their own. (Philippians 2:3). Instead 

of exclusive self-concern, their goal will be to help their fellow human beings. God will change the nature of 

wild animals, reflecting the peace that will descend upon society. 
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Isaiah 11:6-9 In that day the wolf and the lamb will live together; the leopard will lie down with the baby 

goat. The calf and the yearling will be safe with the lion, and a little child will lead them all. 7 The cow 

will graze near the bear. The cub and the calf will lie down together. The lion will eat hay like a cow. 8 

The baby will play safely near the hole of a cobra. Yes, a little child will put its hand in a nest of deadly 

snakes without harm.  

The basis for this 1000-year rule of Jesus will be God’s law.  
  

Isaiah 2:2-3 It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the Lord’s house (the Kingdom of 

God / governmental rule) shall be established on the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the 

hills; (His rule will be above all other governmental rules and nations) 

… and all nations shall flow to it. Many people shall come and say, ‘Come, and let us go up to the 

mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in 

His paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem”. 

  

God also will heal all physical infirmities from the people.  

 Isaiah 35:5-6 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, And the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 6 

Then the lame shall leap like a deer, And the tongue of the dumb sing.  

  

The same bountiful harvest theme continues in the future fulfillment of this festival. Through Isaiah, God spoke 

of the desert becoming productive land: 
  

 "For waters shall burst forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert. The parched ground shall 

become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water"  

This Feast points to God's people living long, extraordinary lives.  

  

Isaiah 65:20 "No longer will babies die when only a few days old. No longer will adults die before they 

have lived a full life. No longer will people be considered old at one hundred! Only the cursed will die that 

young! …22 For my people will live as long as trees, and my chosen ones will have time to enjoy their 

hard-won gains. 

 This feast also reminds us that we are destined to rule and reign with Jesus Christ.  

 Timothy 2:11-12 This is a trustworthy saying: If we die with him, we will also live with him. 12 If we 

endure hardship, we will reign with him…Revelation 20:6 Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first 

resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, 

and shall reign with Him a thousand years.  


